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straw and stones1 ; in places, these walls were no less than thirty feet
thick.2
As' Nadir was, as usual, deficient in siege artillery, he was forced to
adopt blockading methods similar to those which he had employed during
the siege of Baghdad. A ring of strong forts was built round Qandahar ;
between these forts, towers were placed at intervals of 100 yards, and others,
were afterwards added.
Since Irlusain Sultan had received ample warning of Nadir s intention
to besiege Qandahar* he had laid in large quantities of provisions, so the
siege was likely to prove a long one. Nadir, however, had one great
advantage over Aurangzib in that his army, which consisted largely of hardy
mountaineers and men from the uplands of Khurasan, was far ^better able
to withstand the rigours of a winter campaign than Aurangzib's Indian
troops had been ; he was thus able to contemplate a siege of several
months' duration with comparative equanimity. The only serious problem
was the provisioning of his large army, which required far more food than
the country surrounding Qandahar could supply. Reference has already
been made to the privations which the inhabitants of Kirman had to undergo
as a result of the depletion of their resources in order to provide supplies
for the army ; this was not all that the unfortunate people of that province
had to endure, for draught animals became so scarce that, in February,
1738, men and women were compelled to act as porters from the Kirman
district to Qandahar, the men having to carry fifteen, and women seven,
Tabriz! maunds (some 97 and 45 Ibs. respectively) of grain. * Provisions
were also obtained from Sistan.
In May news of the capture of Bust was received at the camp, and the
town of Safa fell soon after. Imam Verdi Beg Qiriqlu then advanced
against QaTat-i-Ghalzai, which fell after a siege lasting over two months,
when one of Husain Sultan's sons named Muhiammad, his general Saidal
and a number of other Ghalzai leaders were captured and brought to
Nadirabad. Nadir had Saidal deprived of his sight, because he looked
upon him as a dangerous man.*
On the nth Mu^arram, 1150 (nth May, 1737), Nadir dispatched
Muhammad Khan Turkoman, the former Safavi general, on a mission
to Muhammad Shah. The reason for this mission was that, when a
Persian detachment had defeated some Ghalzais a few jarsakhs beyond
QaTat-i-Ghalzai, and the survivors had fled over the Indian frontier,
1 The Emperor Shah Jahan had given Aurangzib, in 1649, positive orders to attempt no assault
on the fortress until these walls could be breached;  so strong were they, however, that
Aurangzib's artillery could not make any appreciable impression upon them.
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